"The purpose of the Journal of Holistic Nursing is to publish work that contributes to the development of knowledge regarding holism and holistic health and nursing with an emphasis on research, practice, education, and aesthetics" (Sage, 2011) . The statement from the journal website sets the stage for the broader description of the aims and scope of the journal. As we move toward the 30th year of publication in 2012, it may be worth noting that we have evolved and developed across three decades of social and political contexts that have shaped and influenced holistic nursing and health care. In 1982, when the journal was launched, we lived in a very different world from what we live in today. Social media as a dominant form of human communication, technology as the panacea for all problems, intensified global interconnectedness, volatility and sensitivity of economic conditions, and greater diversity and complexity of human thought and behavior are common trends today. Holism and holistic nursing have certainly advanced in knowledge development and application in practice, research, and education alongside these broader societal trends.
While becoming more popular and more highly regarded, holism and holistic nursing have contributed to enhancing the human condition in many ways. Holism as philosophy, concept, theory, and practice has been used to expand our understanding of human wellness and illness. Holistic nursing has become more systematized, refined, and diversified as strategies and practices have been shown to have an impact on health and well-being. Holistic nursing, much due to the efforts of the American Holistic Nurses Association, has progressed along with a variety of nursing specialties through the development of standards, endorsement of programs, and certification of beginning and advanced practitioners. Holistic nursing's contributions to human welfare have been increasingly recognized. Holistic nurses benefit directly from this recognition as evidenced in their current standing in health care and appreciation by society. Journal of Holistic Nursing to some extent has played a role in demonstrating the relevance and validity of holistic nursing as a science and practice.
As we continue our development, perhaps it is time to expand our recognition of the potential of holism and holistic nursing to change and transform communities, and even societies. Perhaps it is time to draw our attention to how holism, generally, and holistic nursing, specifically, might offer a remedy to the ills of our society. The recent tragic events in Arizona might be a case in point and exemplify some of the greater consequences of isolation and fragmentation. It certainly causes us to consider how people with certain maladies are isolated from needed help in our system of health care and social services. It demonstrates clearly our tendency to respond to events in ways that fragment us from one another and polarize our views and ourselves as human beings. As a critical event in our collective lives, it reflects broader and deeper social ills that we confront in the United States and the world. Perhaps it is one more acute symptom of a greater and more profound social sickness.
It is conceivable that holism as a perspective and holistic nursing as a response may offer the world something that counteracts the fragmentation and isolation that exists so predominantly in our society. One of the many attractions of holistic nursing is that it provides a context in which nurses can consider, understand, and appreciate all the aspects of human experience that contribute to patterns of life, health, and illness. Likewise, holism and holistic nursing as a sociopolitical enterprise imaginably provides an expanded and deepened context to consider, understand, and appreciate all the aspects of human society that contribute to the patterns of social life, health, and illness. Furthermore, maybe Journal of Holistic Nursing should expand its aims and scope to encompass the advancement of knowledge relevant to the healing of society through applications of holism and holistic nursing through research, practice, education, and aesthetics.
Endless possibilities can be imagined of the kinds of articles that could be published related to the healing of society through holistic nursing. Many nurses are already using their philosophies, concepts, and theories of holism to build strategies for healing focusing on health-related problems and social strife within communities. We are educating a large cadre of nurses that embrace the ideals of holistic nursing that are central to peace and harmony in our world-and encouraging deeper reflection on our relationships with one another. There are holistic nurse researchers who work diligently to grasp the wholeness of human experience not only within individuals but also within families and communities. Many nurses are turning to the creation of healing communities within health care organizations to create systemwide positive transformation. Holistic nursing embraces, appreciates, and integrates a wide array of metaphysical, social, and cultural beliefs and practices. Reports of work in these areas, and vastly more, might serve to inform us, and the broader world, of how holism as a sociopolitical enterprise through holistic nursing serves humankind. I invite you to consider your own work in this way-which you might not have recognized explicitly as a healing enterprise for society-yet may serve this role as it is explored and reflected on thoughtfully. I welcome provocative papers, practical papers, innovative papers, inquiring papers, critical papers, and imaginative papers that break new ground for holistic nurses in the arena of sociopolitical healing. 
